Municipal Autonomous Educational Institution Kogalym Secondary School №8

LANGUAGE POLICY
The school mission 
The MAEI Kogalym Secondary School №8 aims to create educational system in correspondence with international education and rigorous assessment and provide conditions to develop responsible citizens of informative society.
1. General principles 
· Municipal Autonomous Educational Institution Kogalym Secondary School №8 (MAEI Kogalym Secondary School №8) is an educational institution which provides primary, middle and senior high school programmes. The school acknowledges the main principles and IB philosophy. The school is a candidate to the International Baccalaureate preparing to realize the Diploma Programme. 

· The language of instruction in primary and middle school is Russian (state language). The language of instruction in the DP is English and Russian. 
· The mother tongue of school community members is the Russian language or their command of Russian is similar to their mother tongue. The exceptions are rare and imply additional language support through different approaches, one of which is ‘self-taught’ programme. 
· The School recognizes the importance of raising the level of the Russian language and the maintenance of the Russian language literacy and culture among all members of the school community. This has become a topical issue in the light of declining the language literacy nationwide. 
One of the main aims of teaching the mother tongue is to give students the idea of how the Russian language functions in different areas of life and to show its role as means of self-identification and communication.

· The school takes into account that students communicate their ideas on different levels (from Pre-Intermediate to Advanced) and offers various opportunities to learn English. English is acknowledged as the basic means of learning and teaching at all subjects.

· The School recognizes the importance of learning other languages by all members of the school community to promote the international mindedness and intercultural communication which is especially essential in the modern world with interrelated cultures. 

2. Students 
2.1 Mother tongue 
· As a rule the mother tongue of all students is the Russian language or their command of Russian is similar to their mother tongue, with very few and rare exceptions.
· If a student needs additional language support, the individual approach is applied to such students both at lessons and extra curriculum activities by all teachers involved to meet the needs of the students. 
· The school actively supports the development of the Russian language. Language A (Russian) is additionally taught as a separate subject. The Russian language curriculum is very comprehensive, deep and complex and allows students to study both practical and theoretical aspects of the language and develop the corresponding language skills. 
Time allocated for studying Russian (not including Literature): 
	Grade
	Amount of lessons (40-minutes each)/ 

hours per week

	Grade 5
	6 h

	Grade 6
	6h

	Grade 7
	4.5h

	Grade 8
	3h

	Grade 9
	2h


· Teaching the mother language is maintained through extracurricular activity (participating in All-Russian Olympiad for students of all levels, various contests (e.g.: Poetic contest), ‘Language week’, Research conferences). 

· Russian is essential in interdisciplinary studying. The school assists students in their language experience of Russian at all subjects.
2.2 Other languages 

The school provides a language experience both in mother tongue and in foreign languages (English and German) to meet the needs of the society in developing students who can communicate their ideas in more than one language and can use languages for self-development to grow into long-life learners.
The English language
According to the requirements of the school, learning English is compulsory for all students. The students (5-11 grades) are divided into groups due to their level of training. Each grade consists of two groups. The students can move to/from the other group by the results of their academic progress (the results of the end-of-year examination/summative assessment). The teachers support learning a language by carrying out additional activity and consultation for those who don’t succeed in studying.

The programme of teaching promotes the development of all language skills (speaking, writing, listening and reading) as well as visual competence (interpretation of visual material) necessary for living and acting in international community.

The school provides opportunities for student research, one of the main methods of cognitive activity, in the most relevant context as much as possible. The teachers of foreign languages consequently help and maintain the topic of research through teaching a foreign language.

The teachers use textbooks recommended by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation and textbooks published by foreign authors of different levels (A1, A2, B1, B2).

Time allocated for studying English: 

	Grade
	Amount of lessons (40-minutes each)/ 

hours per week

	Grade 5
	5/4 h

	Grade 6
	5/4h

	Grade 7
	5/4/3h

	Grade 8
	5/4/3h

	Grade 9
	5/4/3h


Learning English implies its active application in extracurricular activity (e.g.: ‘English language week’, festivals, school theatre, additional courses, Olympiads, contests and preparation for them, school TV, CAS projects).

The German language
All students can learn two foreign languages in addition to Russian. English is a compulsory language at school. German is the second foreign language learnt at elective courses. The school offers an additional Pre-IB course in German for ninth graders. The course covers basic level (17 hours). The teachers use textbooks recommended by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation and textbooks published by foreign authors.

Learning German is encouraged in extracurricular activity (additional courses, Olympiads, contests and preparation for them).
· Both English and German are used in interdisciplinary studying and learning subjects through development of skills necessary for searching special information and reading texts in foreign languages. 
· The school gives opportunity to further learning English and German in 10-11 grades and the DP including preparation for international examinations. 

· Students have opportunity to learn any other foreign language. 

3. The teaching staff responsibility:
The teaching staff support and promote the main concepts of the Diploma Programme of the International Baccalaureate, participate in professional development activities on methodology and modern technology, language proficiency and successful delivery of the DP, work collaboratively on the curriculum, approaches to teaching and learning, use reflection of the work and activities for the improvements and/or changes in the teaching practice. The teachers acknowledge standardized methods of assessment used in the DP, use different authentic resources in teaching, including Mass Media, the Internet; emphasize the importance of Academic Honesty while working with different sources of information. The teachers of the school clearly indicate to students and parents the concepts, skills and the assessment criteria in the DP. 
The teaching staff uses school resources effectively. All teachers participate in professional retraining under the guidance of the coordinator of the programme.

3.1 The Mother tongue 
· The mother tongue of all teachers is the Russian language or their command of Russian is similar to their mother tongue. 
· The School promotes the understanding that all teachers are language teachers and should take this into consideration in their planning and teaching
· The school expects that all teachers will take any opportunity to draw students’ attention to their language drawbacks to correct their language mistakes and support language literacy. 

· Teachers of Russian provide consultations and language support for both students and teachers when it is necessary. 

3.2 Other languages 
· The teachers encourage and organize trips for the students to international language schools and camps with the support of their parents. 

· Teachers of English provide language tutorial for students and teachers of other areas when it is needed. 
· The school stimulates the interest of teachers to study foreign languages. 
· The school makes an effort to have at least one teacher from each subject area who communicates English. The school organizes learning English courses as far as possible.
4. The school stimulates motivation to studying and provides the development of academic environment through:
· authentic resources in teaching (teaching aids and fiction both in mother tongue and foreign languages);

· a wide range of mono/bilingual dictionaries and reference books of various levels, linguistic and cultural guides;

· insertion the lessons of foreign literature reading to the school curriculum both in Russian and English languages in order to develop and deepen communicative competence;

· educational excursion programmes which form sociocultural, communicative, linguistic competence in the context of cultures;

· the Internet;

· ICT (mediacentre, interactive boards; CD, DVD; audio and vision aids);

· the usage of local and global resources of community to improve language education: correspondence, e-mail addresses, invitation of guests- native speakers of English, social activities;

· encouragement students to participate in international testing programmes and various language contests, festivals and competitions.

5. The document “Language Policy MAEI Kogalym Secondary School №8” is designed for the transition period of status of Candidacy to authorization of the school to the Diploma Programme of the International Baccalaureate. The document can be added and edited. 
